MINUTES OF NETTLECOMBE PARISH

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
At EMN HALL, MONKSILVER

TUESDAY 13™ MAY 2025 at 7.15 pm

PRESENT: Clirs Robin Wichard (Chair), lain Mackie (Vice-Chair), Oliver Reynolds, Marilyn Crothers,
Shelagh Laver, Becky Marsh. Carol Juffs (Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no Residents present

Apologies for absence: Justin Nichols

1. Welcome and report of the work of the Parish Council during the past year by Robin
Wichard, the Parish Council Chairman

The Chairman began by welcoming everyone to the meeting. It has been a successful year for
the Parish in many ways as we have been represented on the Watchet area of the Local
Communities Network - LCN; the Exmoor Parish Forum; the LCN Highways sub-group; and
promoted through the updated website - which continues to get a pleasing number of hits
supplying valuable information for residents and visitors alike.

We have monitored Planning applications within the Parish and those potentially impacting us,
and given considered views in each case.

We have continued to monitor many issues with Highways and Footpaths running through the
Parish, and have ensured that issues needing attention are addressed in a timely manner. We
have also monitored ditches and gullies within the Parish and it has been satisfying to see that
the previous work undertaken by the Council, predominantly under the Chairman’s predecessor
Marilyn Crothers, has continued to be successful and we have been spared the challenges that
have faced us in previous years.

We have also continued to meet our obligations towards the maintenance of the grounds of the
Parish Church,

The Chairman expressed his gratitude towards his colleagues on the Parish Council who have
been, and continue to be supportive. Their collective knowledge and expertise has been

invaluable and their friendship greatly appreciated. The Chairman gave special thanks to the
Clerk, Carol Juffs who works tirelessly ensuring the Parish Council runs efficiently and effectively.

The year has also seen many challenges - Somerset Council has faced considerable financial
challenges and has had to devolve many responsibilities to Town and Parish Councils. This has
not been easy for a small Parish like ours with limited income. We are quite a unique Parish with
no major centre for the population nor amenities, but with many small highways suffering on-
going degradation from agricultural machinery and heavy vehicles. We also have on-going
challenges as a rural community with Broadband issues.



While we are represented at LCN meetings these are relatively dominated by larger Parishes
facing very different challenges.

We also struggle to engage with our Parishioners, as evidenced by those not attending this and
previous meetings through the year.

All these issues need to be addressed if the Parish Council is to remain relevant in these rapidly
changing times.

2. The Clerk’s report on the finances of the Parish Council during 2024-25

It has been a year of conservation, trying not to spend unnecessarily and remain within our tight
budget. We were helped on two counts that our costs did not increase significantly, and our
groundcare contractor, Garden Care and Creation made significant savings on our behalf. We had
met with him at the beginning of the year and agreed that he should be conservative over the
number of times he mowed, and he practiced ‘No Mow May’, just maintaining narrow walkways
around the church yard and allowing the wild flowers to establish. It is understood this was initially
not acceptable as far as the Parochial Church Council was concerned, but we do need to retain a
tight affordable budget for this work. There was an overall saving of £525 last season as compared
to the original quote, which had been based on the previous year’s work plus 10% for increased fuel
costs etc.

It was agreed at the November meeting to increase our Precept request by nearly 10% as we have
very little in reserve, and we applied for £2656 for the following financial year 2025/6 as compared

to £2415 that we received this year.

At the outset of the year it was agreed to not support local charities regrettably while our budget
remained tight.

Our carry forward at March 31% was a modest £767.50, which leaves no room for unplanned
expenditure next year.

3. Any other business

It was noted that explanatory Notices have been placed around the Church yard by the PCC recently
explaining that ‘No Mow May'’ is being practised, which is good to understand.

The meeting closed at 19.30 pm.



