
MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of NETTLECOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
held on TUESDAY 13  th   MAY 2025  – 7.30 pm  

PRESENT:   Cllrs Robin Wichard (Chair), Oliver Reynolds, Iain Mackie, Marilyn Crothers, Shelagh Laver, 
 Becky Marsh, and Clerk – Carol Juffs.

IN ATTENDANCE:   There were no Residents present

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
None declared

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Justin Nichols 

2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Chair: Iain Mackie chaired this part of the meeting as vice-chair. Iain Mackie proposed that Robin Wichard should 
be re-elected to the post, seconded by Oliver Reynolds. Robin Wichard accepted the post.
Vice-Chair: Iain Mackie was proposed by Robin Wichard and seconded by Oliver Reynolds.
Other Committee Responsibilities: Highways – Becky Marsh, proposed by Oliver Reynolds and seconded by Robin 
Wichard. 
Planning – Shelagh Laver, proposed by Iain Mackie, seconded Oliver Reynolds
Footpaths – Robin Wichard, proposed by Oliver Reynolds, seconded by Iain Mackie
West Somerset Flood Group representative – Justin Nichols, proposed by Robin Wichard, seconded Oliver 
Reynolds.

3. CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS
There were none appointed. Councillors will actively ask residents for their interest to become a Councillor to fill 
the current vacancies. It was proposed to deliver a flier around the residents of Nettlecombe and try to encourage 
some new faces. The Chairman will draw up a draft for an A5 flier to be delivered locally.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORMS 

The Acceptance of Office Forms were completed by the Councillors during the meeting and witnessed by the Clerk.

Marilyn Crothers tended her resignation as a Councillor, standing down after many years as Chairman and 
subsequently Councillor responsible for Highways. Her notice was reluctantly accepted with enormous recognition 
of everything she has done for the Parish over the years – which was greatly appreciated, and her presence on the 
Council will be missed.  All the Councillors thanked Marilyn in person for her hard work over the years, and agreed 
she would definitely be missed.

As Marilyn was a signatory on the Bank account, it was agreed to add Iain Mackie as Vice Chair. The Clerk will 
arrange the necessary forms.

4.2  It was resolved that the Authorised signatories in the current mandate for the Parish Council of Nettlecombe 
account number 95286713, sort code 60-24-05 will be amended to add Iain Mackie Vice-Chair and remove 
Marilyn Crothers – retired. And the current mandate will continue as amended.

Proposed: Robin Wichard, seconded Oliver Reynolds.

5. REVIEW
Subscriptions
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It was agreed to continue with the subscription to SALC to remain affiliated.  However, the recent invoice received 
represented a hike of nearly 100% at a cost of £92.89, compared to £56.75 this year. The explanation given was the 
increased work now that Somerset is a Unitary Authority.  The calculation has now been based on the number of 
Parishioners at 162.  The Clerk has written to SALC to appeal the hike in fees.

Churchyard Maintenance
It was agreed to continue the contract with Daren Grellier, Garden Care & Creation, for the closed church yard 
around the church, and the embankment of the overflow ditch in Woodford. The Clerk has spoken with him to 
continue with ‘No Mow May’ and try to be conservative with the costs through the season.

There was discussion to understand how initially the Parish became responsible for the closed church yard – is this 
a statutory requirement? The Parish Council came into being in the late Sixties, and it was uncertain whether the 
grounds contract pre-existed that time. It is necessary to understand whether we carry out this work as a goodwill 
gesture towards the PCC or is it a mandatory requirement?  The Chairman will research the background to this 
contract.

Yearly Charity Donations 
It was agreed to not support any charities in this financial year, due to the constraints of our limited budget once 
again.

6. SUMMARY REPORTS April 2024 – March 2025
Chairman’s Report for the Year (as detailed in the Annual Parish Meeting)

It has been a successful year for the Parish in many ways as we have been represented on the Watchet area of 
the Local Communities Network – LCN; the Exmoor Parish Forum; the LCN Highways sub-group; and promoted 
through the updated website - which continues to get a pleasing number of hits supplying valuable information 
for residents and visitors alike.

We have monitored Planning applications within the Parish and those potentially impacting us, and given 
considered views in each case.

We have continued to monitor many issues with Highways and Footpaths running through the Parish, and have 
ensured that issues needing attention are addressed in a timely manner. We have also monitored ditches and 
gullies within the Parish and it has been satisfying to see that the previous work undertaken by the Council, 
predominantly under the Chairman’s predecessor Marilyn Crothers, has continued to be successful and we 
have been spared the challenges that have faced us in previous years.

We have also continued to meet our obligations towards the maintenance of the grounds of the Parish Church,

The Chairman expressed his gratitude towards his colleagues on the Parish Council who have been, and 
continue to be supportive. Their collective knowledge and expertise has been invaluable and their friendship 
greatly appreciated. The Chairman gave special thanks to the Clerk, Carol Juffs who works tirelessly ensuring 
the Parish Council runs efficiently and effectively.

The year has also seen many challenges – Somerset Council has faced considerable financial challenges and has 
had to devolve many responsibilities to Town and Parish Councils. This has not been easy for a small Parish like 
ours with limited income. We are quite a unique Parish with no major centre for the population nor amenities, 
but with many small highways suffering on-going degradation from agricultural machinery and heavy vehicles. 
We also have on-going challenges as a rural community with Broadband issues.

While we are represented at LCN meetings these are relatively dominated by larger Parishes facing very 
different challenges.
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We also struggle to engage with our Parishioners, as evidenced by those not attending this and previous 
meetings through the year.

All these issues need to be addressed if the Parish Council is to remain relevant in these rapidly changing times.

Highways:

Becky Marsh has only just taken on the role for Highways from Marilyn Crothers and she will attempt to attend the 
meetings of the break-off Highways group from the LCN, if this does not clash with her work commitments.

Recently Highways has marked up sections of the road from Washford Cross to Fair Cross and it is hoped this will 
mean substantial road repairs are imminent. 

It is unclear how much Highways will be responsible for drains and gulleys throughout the Parish, and certainly 
where it will impact the Highway they will maintain them.

Planning:
Since the meeting last year, we have had a few outstanding applications granted – Brooklea Cottage and 5 
Woodford Cottages were granted. Discussions continued in regard to the Blade Mill and the Land at Beggearn 
Huish. 

During the year the off-road parking at Berryman’s Cottage in Beggearn Huish was granted and the work has been 
completed.  The work at Woodford garages can go ahead providing the roof colours are submitted for approval, 
and the timing must be considered for nesting birds.

The erection of Poly tunnels at Higher Barn Farm, Slade Lane was not considered necessary to acquire planning 
consent and have therefore gone ahead.

At the Blade Mill the greatest problem is that it has set a precedent to plough ahead with building developments 
and seek consent in retrospect. The new work there now overshadows the original historic Blade Mill, and needs to 
continue to be monitored.

The corner field near Clitsome Farm, Beggearn Huish seems to be under new ownership and is undergoing tidying 
up to improve the gateway and fencing.

On the land adjacent to Manor House Beggearn Huish, the temporary planning consent for the accommodation 
expired on 20/10/24, and the land is currently up for sale.  The original planning application was made along with a 
detailed business plan, which has not been achieved. It was also deemed necessary at the time to acquire/rent a 
greater acreage to support the business plan. 
So, it is unclear how new owners going forward can achieve a lucrative business from the limited 20 acres. It is 
noted from the sales brochure that the fact there is no planning consent for the bungalow is not considered too 
great an issue.
We do not know the legal position as to whether a new owner will have to begin a completely new application, 
particularly if proposing a different use for the land.  However, the bungalow was designated a worker’s cottage for 
the farming activities, needing stock observation 24/7.  It is hard to understand what proposal can go forward on 
the limited acreage, in order to maintain the bungalow for agricultural purposes.

This will have to be carefully monitored once the new owners have purchased the property.

Unfortunately, the land below the Manor House, to the right of Clitsome Lane, Nutwall at 3.45 acres, is not 
included in the sale and has been badly neglected.  The ditch needs to be cleared to assist the flooding issues. The 
Chairman will continue to try and contact the owner to address this issue. The next course of action could be to 
involve the Environment Agency.
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In Woodford there is concern that an old shed was recently removed near the junction, and the replacement shed 
exceeds the dimensions of the previous one. Any new shed is an improvement on the original, and may not 
necessarily need Planning consent anyway.

Footpaths:
There is nothing to report of concern on local pathways

West Somerset Flood Group
Justin recently attended the WS Flood Group meeting in Carhampton and this will be reported at the next meeting.

7. DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS FROM MAY 2025 – MAY 2026
On the second Tuesday of every third month
Tuesday August 12th 2025 at 7.00 pm
Tuesday November 11th 2025 at 7.00 pm
Tuesday February 10th 2026 at 7.00 pm
Tuesday May 12th 2026 Annual Parish Meeting 7.00 and 7.30 AGM

It is to be noted that the meetings will begin half an hour earlier at 7.00 pm

The dates and times were all agreed for the year ahead and will be confirmed with the EMN Hall.

8. ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ABOVE

No matters were raised

9. OPEN FORUM – FOR ALL RESIDENTS

There were no residents present to contribute to the meeting. 

10. MINUTES of the Meeting on February 11th 2025 (already circulated)

The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting 

11. MATTERS OF REPORT from 11th February 2025

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

12. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
Regretfully there were no Somerset Councillors available for our meeting again.

13. CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk received confirmation that the Precept payment of £2656 has been paid to the bank account on 4 th April 
2025.
Alex McTaggart had emailed the Clerk with concerns that Minutes appeared to be missing from the website. Black 
Cat Computers has looked into this and rectified the cache/cookies problems.

14. REPORTS - CURRENT
Chairman’s Report and LCN
Covered in Minute 6 above.

Highways
Nothing additional to report
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Planning
As detailed above with nothing additional to add.

Footpaths
All footpaths are regularly walked and checked within the Parish.

Flood Group
To be reported at the next meeting.

It was noted that there was sewage discharging into the stream at Nettlecombe Court, on the left hand side of the 
lane as you approach the Court. Becky will telephone the Court to see if they are aware.

Finance 
Retrospective payments were approved, proposed by Oliver Reynolds and seconded by Robin Wichard. SALC for 
training £80, and Black Cat Computers £100, to include web support and domain name renewals.
Clerk’s salary for April to June 2025 at £339.30 gross, and noting that the tax of £169.65 had already personally 
been sent to HMRC by Carol Juffs.
Deborah Dennis Auditor for the recent audit at £25.00
Zurich Insurance renewal has not yet been received but is due June 1st 2025.
As mentioned earlier the SALC membership renewal has been appealed as it represents a considerable hike, due to 
it now being calculated based on the Electorate.

15. APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

The completed Annual Governance Statement was agreed, proposed by Oliver Reynolds and seconded by Iain 
Mackie and signed by the Finance Officer and Chairman at the meeting.

16. ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2024 - 2025
The Accounts for the year had been circulated prior to the meeting, and have been returned by the internal local 
Auditor.  The Accounts were agreed, proposed by Robin Wichard and seconded by Iain Mackie, and signed by the 
Chairman.

17. THE FUTURE SUSTAINABILITY OF NETTLECOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

This had already been discussed with the proposal to try and recruit new Councillors through a locally distributed 
flier.

18. FUTURE BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR MEMBERS INFORMATION
Nettlecombe Fete – Saturday May 24th,

19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY AUGUST 12TH AT 7.00 PM

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm

Chair:………………………………………………………………………………              Date:…………………………………………………..
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