
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NETTLECOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE EMN HALL, MONKSILVER

On TUESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2025  – 7.30 pm 

Present: Cllrs Robin Wichard (Chair), Oliver Reynolds, Iain Mackie, Marilyn Crothers

In Attendance:  Becky Marsh, resident. 

The Chairman introduced Becky to the meeting as she had expressed an interest in 
becoming a Parish Councillor.

1. Apologies for Absence
Liz Scott, Justin Nichols and Shelagh Laver. 

2. MINUTES of the Meeting Held on November 12th 2024
These were circulated prior to the Meeting and approved and signed as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting.  Proposed Oliver Reynolds and seconded Iain Mackie.

3. OPEN FORUM – FOR ALL RESIDENTS
There were no residents present at the meeting.

4. SOMERSET COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
The Councillors were unable to attend the meeting.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
Mrs E M Daniels had contacted the Clerk to enquire how to complain to Somerset Council 
about the cutting of her own hedge on Monday 3rd February, despite her asking them 
specifically to stop. It was suggested she made a complaint via the link on the Parish 
website to report a problem on the road, as the general debris left behind was now a 
hazard to vehicles.

6. MATTERS of REPORT 

A letter had not yet been sent to Anne Farley as it was understood she had been unwell, 
but instead it was agreed to arrange a meeting, to discuss the local drainage issues 
across the field. Obstructions within property causing back-up flooding in the village 
recently.

7. REPORTS - CURRENT
Chairman’s Report, Local Community Network LCN and Highways sub-Division

        RW
The Chairman was unable to attend the virtual meeting of the LCN owing to no 
Broadband connection (unsurprisingly for the area!) However, the Minutes were 
subsequently sent and showed once again little to be relevant to this Parish. The key 
focus was on children and young people., not relevant to Nettlecombe really. 
The Highways sub-division focused on the future (or not) of the coastal road between 
Blue Anchor and Watchet, and the considerable costs involved. The adoption of SIDs 
Speed Indicator Devices are being increasingly used around the area. Substantial cost of 
£3000 but there are understood to be grants available from the Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s office and the Chairman has written to enquire further. Considerable 



discussion about the lack of work to extend the cycle path beyond Dunster – funding has 
now been spent elsewhere in the County. Also concerns over traffic disruption!

Exmoor Consultative and Parish forum          
RW

The Agenda had potential with the subject of Heritage, but the discussion at length was 
more relevant to central Exmoor like the travel plan, and listed buildings located on 
Exmoor.

Highways         MC
There was concern raised over the state of Clitsome Lane following hedge trimming. It 
was thought 
to be a private contractor and not the Council who have also been hedge cutting locally. 
The matter will be addressed in conversation with Anne Farley. 
Justin to report condition of the lane to Vempletts Cross to Highways as surface 
deteriorating.        JN

Planning                   
SL/IM
The completed work at Berryman’s Cottage looks very good, in keeping with the local 
stonework. 
Retrospective Planning Consent has now been granted to Woodford cottage for the 
kennels at the bottom of the garden, with a restriction to 4 dogs maximum. If Residents 
have cause for complaint when these numbers are exceeded, they can now approach the 
Council.
The Blade Mill continues to have work carried out very slowly on site.
It was reiterated that we must establish the legal obligation by writing to the Planning 
department noting that the House Consent has expired at the field adjacent to the 
Manor House in Beggearn Huish. It was conditionally tied to the use of the Barn, with the 
requirement to have someone continuously on site for the livestock. We need to have a 
letter added to the file before any further applications are made – none yet.  

           SL

West Somerset Flood Group   
JN

There was a meeting last week at Carhampton Village hall and the Minutes will be 
circulated when they are received. 

Footpaths          RW

Seasonal clearing has been carried out where branches have been strewn across 
footpaths in places.
It was noted that the field adjacent to the junction at Egypt cottage does not yet have 
alternative route signs, indicating the need to walk the headland and not the original 
diagonal path across the crop. As the season for visitors to the area approaches it is 
important to have these in place.             JN

Clerk – Finance           ECJ



Following the last meeting the Precept Form was completed and submitted to the 
County requesting £2656 which is just under a 10% increase over last year to cover rising 
costs.  An acknowledgement of receipt has been received from Somerset Council.

The following invoices were approved for payment 
EMN Hall hire for 2024 retrospectively £60.00
NB There is a new Diary contact – Delia Brandwood, for the EMN Hall Diary
Black Cat Computers website updates to date £50.00
E C Juffs Salary Jan - Mar GROSS £339.30 plus £49.14 April to Dec at NALC 2024 
2.5% pay increase for Level 6 (announced in Nov).      NB £95.60 Tax paid by ECJ 
direct to HMRC
No invoice has been received from Garden Care and Maintenance to date and 
after a phone call today it was established there are no further monies due, as 
everything has been invoiced to date.  There was a provision of £525 in the budget 
unutilised, which will form much needed Reserves.

Proposed by Robin Wichard and seconded by Oliver Reynolds.

8. Wilder Churches, Grounds Maintenance   
SL

The Parochial Church Council have met since our last meeting to discuss the Wilder 
Churches scheme. Shelagh Laver will report to the next meeting about the proposals.

The Clerk has agreed with Daren Grelier, grounds maintenance contractor, to adopt No 
Mow May again this year and just maintain mown footpaths through the graveyard 
around the church, to allow the wild flowers to grow. He will continue to be mindful of 
keeping our costs down for the year ahead.

We discussed the access path to the Church and the slippery hazard that it is becoming. 
The Clerk has written to Lucy Devitt to ask whose responsibility this might come under. It 
was agreed that a working party will attend the church to try and clear the original steps 
and remove the groundcover that has spread.

       OR

9. Councillor Training and Induction
There is an introductory course to be held at Willton for Councillors and the Clerk will 
look to enrol two new Councillors.

10. FUTURE BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR MEMBERS’ INFORMATION

Police newsletter, now on our website, highlights the escalating theft from allotments 
and sheds. Any form of deterrent helps prevent like security lighting and padlocks.

The Parish Supper was held last week at Nettlecombe Court and attended by about 35 
residents, which was a good number with the short notice given.

The Nettlecombe Fete will be held on Saturday 24th May 2025

11. Date of Next Meeting – AGM Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.30 pm
Year ahead dates August 12th and November 11th – all booked with EMN Diary.



12. Co-option of New Councillor
Becky Marsh was invited to become a Councillor to fill the current vacancy and accepted. 
Proposed by Oliver Reynolds and seconded by Iain Mackie. She was welcomed on to the 
committee by the Chairman.


